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Religion, Does it work? Yes. But only if we understand what is really goingon.
Christmas is coming. Stress levels will rise as will hopefully the enjoymentfactor. We will listen to carols extolling the joy of a child born over 2000 yearsago, the humble beginnings, the peace of parents in difficult circumstancesand pronouncements from illuminated skies full of  music.
Straight after Christmas we are reminded what this birth was going to mean.26th December is the feast of St Stephen the first Christian martyr, stoned todeath for believing in Jesus. Followed on the 28th by Holy Innocents, theslaughter of all children under two years of age around Bethlehem by Herod.
Looked at in this light, Christmas may be seen as a short term joy and not anice thing to be associated with? This however is to only see half the story.True the story gets worse.  Our hero ends up dead on a tree.
Jesus' life is part of a longer story. He was born into a context which waspolitical, religious, economic and emotionally charged. The other thing toremember is that the elements of the nativity play are there to inform andremind us of a history of relationship with God since Yahweh called Abraham.
So what are we being told.
God tells us that the physical world is harsh but beautiful at the same timeand must be taken seriously. That he is present here among us. That we arefree. We are reminded that we were called out of Egypt. We may be under theyoke of political  masters but they don't own the soul even when we forgetwho you are. Christmas is the second exodus. The first was from physicalbondage the latter for the soul.
When we grasp the freedom within us our lives don't finish on Good Fridaybut travel on to Easter Sunday. Christmas becomes a celebration of  thestruggle of  new life that succeeds over all things.
Religion does work - only if we take it in its fullness and activate the fullpotential. God requires full commitment.
Enjoy Christmas but remember those less fortunate than ourselves.

Rev Daffyd Robinson, The Rectory, Station Road, Willoughby, Lincs           rector@willoughby-lincs.org.uk             01507 462045

Baptism:Hayley Van Der Heyden (U)

MERRY CHRISTMAS&A HAPPY NEW YEARFROM  THEWOLD & MARSH

MOBILE LIBRARYWILLOUGHBY  - NEW TIMESAlternate TuesdaysNext Visit - 2nd DecemberSCHOOL -: 10.25 - 11.15VICTORIA HOUSE: 11.20 - 11.45SPRING COTTAGES: 11.50 - 12.05FAIRFIELD HOUSE: 12.15 - 12.25Free book serviceSmall charge for videos& Talking Books
The next copy  of the Magazine willcover January & February.  Itemsfor inclusion to reach Pat or Daffydby28TH DECEMBER please

CHRISTMAS SERVICESTHURSDAY 18TH   -  CHRISTINGLE  - 2.30PMTHURSDAY 18TH  -  CAROL SERVICE  -  6.00PMWEDNESDAY 24TH   -  MIDNIGHT MASS  -  11.30PM



THE  WILLOUGHBEESWe are an independent group of women who meet onthe first Thursday  of each month in Willoughby VillageHall at 7.30pm.We have a varied programme of Speakers and SocialEvenings and a very modest subscription of £12 a year.Visitors are also welcome at a charge of £2 per visit.  Acopy of the programme is on the Village Hall NoticeBoard.  We hope very much you will join us.You can be assured of a friendly welcome and it is anexcellent  way of meeting new people and making newfriends.If you would like someone to accompany you to yourfirst meeting, please call either 01507 466197 or 462703.

WILLOUGHBY  DIARYDECEMBER
Wednesday 3rd - COFFEE  MORNINGSt Helena`s School10am - 11amIn aid of the Toddlers Group

Thursday  4th - WILLOUGHBEESVillage Hall  7.30pmChristmas PartyCompetition: Party Games
Tuesday   9th     SHEILA`S   LUNCHEON  CLUBHalf Moon, Alford.  Christmas lunch

Tuesday   16th     GARDEN   CLUBChristmas Party with faith supperComp: Poem - Thoughts on the Garden ClubVillage Hall 7.30pm
Wednesday 17th  CAROLS IN THE PUBWilloughby Arms  8pm

JANUARY 8th  WILLOUGHBIESVillage Hall  7.30pm   A.G.M.************************************
SHEILA`S   LUNCHEON   CLUBOn November 11th  sixteen ladies gathered at theAnchor, Alford.  We all enjoyed a good meal of homecooking.Raffle Winners: Brenda Challis. Dot Hurdman.Next Venue:  Christmas Lunch.  Half Moon, Alford.

THE  WILLOUGHBEESOn November 6th sixteen ladies assembled to hear aninteresting talk by Mr A D Yeardon of `Natureland`.  Wesaw a video of `Shaggy the seal`.  We saw him rescuedas a dehydrated starving baby seal.  Natureland havedeveloped their own technique for feeding baby seals.399 seals have been rescued, built up and releasedincluding Shaggy.  Natureland has even rescued awalrus which was later returned to its native Iceland.Competition Winner: Mary ButlerRaffle Winners: Barbara Chinn.  Brenda Challis.Next Meeting: December 4th Christmas Party.
FOR  YOUR 2004  DIARIESFEBRUARY 5TH 2004VILLAGE  HALL  7.30PMThe Willoughbees will have an open meetingTHE   1953  FLOOD by Mr  ShieldsOPEN TO VISITORS£2 including tea/coffee & biscuits

TABLE  TOP  SALEI would like to say a really big THANK  YOU to every-one who contributed, or helped in any way, towards theTable Top sale held on Saturday 15th November.The help of many friends in Willoughby was especiallyappreciated.The amount raised for Willoughby Bowls Club was£273-25p.                Thank-you again.      Vera Webb

WILLOUGHBY  GARDEN  CLUBTuesday 28th October saw the gathering at the VillageHall of the Gardening Club.  This month Mr SteveRobinson visited, bringing with him all sorts of remediesto eradicate pests and diseases from our gardens.  Hehad some novel ideas as well as the practical type, allmade a very interesting evening.
Members also brought along Halloween lanterns for thismonths competition, many had grown theirs from seed.Odd faces cleverly cut out, funny and frightening, allvery well done.  Judging over, not everyone could be awinner, congratulations to 1st: Margaret Harrison.2nd:  Betty Hawkins.  3rd: Peter Hewitt.
Christmas is on the way - Tuesday 16th December isthe Christmas Party with the traditional Faith Supper,the competition is a poem `Thoughts on the GardenClub`.  An ideal time for members to get together.               See you there        Jan Clark

St Helena�s School, WilloughbyPARENT & TODDLER GROUP
Join our friendly pre-school group who meet inour School HallEvery Tuesday from 2pm until 3:15pmPlay opportunties, indoor & out,led by a school staff member

Part time places for children; term after  their  4thbirthdayContact Helen Brough onO1507 462367



Need A Taxi ?Then call Cumberworth Private Hireon 01507 490234
Your reliable localservice for longand short journeysat very competitiveprices

AdvertisementAdvertisementPlants and GardenCentreAilby, Nr Alford01507 466198Turn by Alford Police Station,1½ miles down Tothby Lane.For a large range of garden plantsand sundries
Mandy's

Fruit trees, Ornimental trees, Compost, Roses,Shubs, Conifers, Heathers, Alpines, Greenhouses,Slabs, Trellis,  Arches, Hedging

TO  BOOK  WILLOUGHBY  VILLAGE  HALLFOR  ALL  KINDS  OF  EVENTSAT  VERY  REASONABLE  PRICESPLEASE  PHONE  GLORIA  ON  466233SHE  WILL  BE   PLEASED  TO  HELP  YOU

St Helena`s pre-school pupilsenjoy their new play equipment

DON`T  MISSWednesday 3rd DecemberCOFFEE  MORNINGat St Helena`s School10AM  -  11AMIn aid of the Toddler`s Group

WILLOUGHBY  SILENT  AUCTIONThe Silent Auction was held once again on Friday 19thOctober, donations poured in between 9am and 11am,when the members of the Garden Club Committeequickly organised them for the auction.  Such a long daybut considering how successful and extremely popularthis event has become, very worthwhile.
We took £677, and this years proceeds was dividedbetween Alford First Responders (£340) and the GardenClub.Our thanks to everyone whom contributed, helped andattended; it was good fun.       See you again next year.   Tracy Clark

WILLOUGHBY  PLAYING  FIELD  ASSOCIATIONWilloughby Playingfield held their  AGM on Wednesday19th November.  We were pleased to welcome to theCommittee four new members.  This now satisfys thenumbers for the Charity Commissioners.Although fundraising events were organised, unfortu-nately they were not very well attended.  Future eventshave been organized, with a Play Your Cards Right inFebruary, Garage Sale in March and a Fashion Show,also in March.The table top sale on 15th November raised £48.50,thank you to everyone who donated items and helpedon the day.We would also like to thank everyone who has sup-ported throughout the year, it is very much appreciated.Here`s to a better year in 2004.
The Officers of the Committee are as follows:Chairman          Sheila AxtonVice Chair          Sue HickmanTreasurer           Hazel PalmerSecretary            Linda Seymour     466359



MUMBYCompiled by Steve Mugglestone, �Rayell�Items for inclusion in the next issue shouldreach___________________________________________A Special Thought:Christmas comes but once a year - think why!~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~Welcome to MumbyJust a reminder The booklet, �WELCOME TOMUMBY,� designed to welcome and assist newresidents coming into the village, is available fromChris Dring, Steve Mugglestone, the Red Lion andthe Church.  If someone moves in near you - pleasebe good neighbours, collect a copy and take itround to them as soon as possible.Mumby Community GroupThe Annual General Meeting was held on Monday10th November, with the existing executive commit-tee being re-elected.We would be delighted if anyone in the village wouldcare to offer their services - please contact theSecretary, Eileen Gilburd on 490878.The Giant Mumby Christmas Quiz is now onsale.Ideal for you to sit and contemplate when Christmasdinner is over, the presents have been unwrappedand you are full of turkey and mince pies, wonderingwhat to do that doesn�t involve too much movement!Time to get the brain cells going and fathom out theanswers.  This year, the quiz is even bigger, withwell over 250 questions to tease your grey matter.Why not make it a family contest and buy one foreach member and have your own friendly rivalry?A copy of the questions costs £1.00.  The winnerwill receive £50.00. For your copy, ring Roger orEileen on490878 or contact any committee mem-ber. Good Luck.We are collecting books for our next year�s BookSale and would be very grateful for any that youhave finished with.Your Community Group wishes you all a very happyChristmas and a peaceful New Year.Eileen Gilburd.Crafty Afternoon ClubNew members or visitors are always made wel-come! 2.00 - 4.00pm, Monday Afternoons, inBecket�s.The last meeting of 2003 will be the ChristmasDinner on the 15th December and then a break, withmeeting re-starting on Monday, 2nd February 2004.

NEWS
Parklands. Tel. 490552me by the Monday previous to the 19th of thismonth.

Christmas ServicesMumby Methodist Chapel will be holding itsChristmas Carol Service on Wednesday, 17thDecember at 7.00pm, followed by tea, coffee, cakesand mince pies.Eileen Cutting will lead the service, assisted by hergroup of singers.The collection will be donated to the Mumby andCumberworth First Responders fund.You are all offered a warm welcome.
St. Thomas of Canterbury Church, Mumby, willbe holding its traditional Family Service of Carolsand Readings on Christmas Eve, Wednesday 24thDecember at 2.00pm.Refreshments will be served afterwards.You will be made most welcome, especially thechildren!�LIVES AID� QuizGetting the winter series off to a good start, ChrisCollins threw the questions at us, wanting the 1stgroup of 10 answers to start with the letter A, thenproceeding through to J.  Six teams battled it outwith �Grumpy old men + 1� the victors by 1point over�The Forgerers.�  �Three Meat & One Veg� took 3rdby 1 point from �1/2 Mumby Mumblers.�Thanks to Steve & Karen for their hospitality, Chrisand Sue for the Questions and Raffle, Those whodonated Prizes and all Contestants, helping to swellthe funding for the First Responders.Please note - the next round will be on 19thDecember, not the 4th Friday.Church QuizOn the 14th November, seven teams faced Daffyd�stest of general knowledge.  He does, from time totime, dream up some weird questions - to which hegets some equally weird answers.  �The Grumpy oldMen +1� again came out on top with ��2 Blokes, aBird and a Plank� and �Mumby Mumblers reunited�close behind.The Jackpot question was answered incorrectly, sothe prize money rolls over to the next round on 12thDecember.Again, Our thanks to Daffyd, Beryl and our Hosts,Steve & Karen, also the players and raffle prizedonors.

______________________________________



MORE WINDOW WATCHING - from CumberworthAs evening draws in we see the stripy nose of our badgercome wandering down the garden.  He knows that eachnight we place a dish of peanuts on the lawn just belowour front room window, and every night you will find uspeering out into the gloom awaiting his arrival.  He`s not afussy eater.  He appreciates a piece of bread or cake, anapple or even a sausage though one of his real favouritesis a brazil nut.  His meal is finished off with a good longdrink from the pond.  One evening this summer we weredelighted to see he had brought two youngsters alongwith him.  They totally disrupted the usual quiet by run-ning hither and thither and eventually overturned the dishof peanuts completely.  I am sorry that some people feelthreatened by badgers and that they may possibly causeharm to cattle, but they are one of our few existing largewild creatures, and we just love ̀ em.

Mobile LibraryThe County Mobile Library visits Mumby on alter-nate Wednesdays, parking in the Church Laybyfrom 12.30pm to 1.00pm.  December date is the10th. (No visit on the 24th)January, 7th and 21st.February, 4th and 18th.March, 3rd, 17th and 31st.This is a free service which we hope will continue,but it does need more support.Videos and Talking Books are also available.Neighbourhood WatchPlease be aware that, with Christmas approaching,the thieves are getting busy, stealing other people�sproperty to put on their Christmas list. Gardenornaments and tools are high on their lists.Christmas PlayThe Children of years 5 & 6 of Huttoft School are,once again, presenting their Christmas Play, inMumby Church, on Friday, 12th December, at11.00am.  Over the years they have delighted uswith their considerable talent and enthusiasm and Iam sure that this year it will live up to expectations.Please take time to come along and support them -its worthwhile!
May I wish you all a MerryChristmas and a Happy andProsperous New Year.I do enjoy writing �MumbyNews� and would like to thankthose who feed information to me.Steve.***************************************************************************

What�s on in Mumby?
Every Monday, 2.00 till 4.00pm: in Becket�s -Crafty Afternoon Club. New members always madevery welcome.
Friday, 12th December: Huttoft School ChristmasPlay, in Mumby Church @ 11.00am.
Friday, 12th December: Church Quiz Night, in theRed Lion @ 8.15pm.
Wednesday, 17th December: Carol Service, inMumby Methodist Chapel @ 7.00pm.
Friday, 19th December: Lives Aid Quiz Night, inthe Red Lion @ 8.15pm.Wednesday, 24th December: Carol Service, inSt. Thomas�s Church @ 2.00pm.
Friday, 9th January: Church Quiz, lion in the RedLion @ 8.15pm
Friday, 23rd January; Lives Aid Quiz, in the RedLion @ 8.15pm.
Friday, 13th February: Church Quiz, in the Red

Lion @ 8.15pm.
Friday, 27th February: Lives Aid Quiz, in the RedLion @ 8.15pm.
Friday, 12th March: Church Quiz, in the Red Lion@ 8.15pm.
Friday, 26th March: Lives Aid Quiz, in the RedLion @ 8.15pm.
************************************************************

Feel a failure because you don�t get everything on yourlist done each week? Don�t worry � the only person whoever got everything done by Friday was RobinsonCrusoe!

AGE CONCERNAge Concern would like to wish you a Merry Christmasand to remind you to be careful  at this season.  Many ofyou will be using ladders or steps in various ways - toput  up trimmings, decorate a tree, get down china from ahigh cupboard, or put up outside christmas lights.
Please make sure that the equipment you are using issafe, and that you are wearing suitable clothing.  Highheels and ladders  don`t go together safely....
*******************************************



December 6.30pm Every Tuesday ½ hour of Prayer at Mumby All Welcome
6.30pm Every Wednesday ½ hour of Prayer at Willoughby All Welcome

Willoughby 10.00am Sunday School in the Tower every Sunday
7th Sunday Mumby 10.00 Advent 2 Eucharist

10.45 Mumby Chapel, Pocklington
12th Friday Mumby 11.00 Huttoft School at Beckets
14th Sunday Ulceby 9.00 Advent 3 Eucharist

Willoughby 10.00 Eucharist
10.45 Mumby Chapel, Simpson

17th Wednesday Willoughby 8.00 Carols in the pub
18th Thursday Willoughby 2.30 Christingle

6.00 Carol Service
21st Sunday Mumby 10.00 Advent 4 Eucharist

Sloothby 3.00 Carol Service (with Willoughby Chapel) Carol Service
10.45 Mumby Chapel,  Members

24th Wednesday Mumby 3.00 Carol Service
Ulceby 6.30 Carol Service
Willoughby 11.30 Midnight Mass Eucharist

25th Tuesday Ulceby 10.00 Christmas Day Eucharist
28th Sunday Willoughby 10.00 Holy Innocents Eucharist
29th Monday Mumby 6.30 St. Thomas of Canterbury. Patronal Festival Eucharist

January 2004
4th Sunday Mumby 10.00 Epiphany Eucharist

Mumby Chapel,

Willoughby Rota - December 2003/January2004Flowers/Brasses Lectern Cleaning
27thDec Mrs BristowMrs Parish Mrs Pridgeon Mrs HickmanMrs Smith
10thJan Mrs SeymourMrs Skinn Mrs Pridgeon Mr & MrsMountain

MERRY CHRISTMAS, A HAPPY NEW YEAR  &MANY THANKS TO THE DEDICATED GROUPOF PEOPLE WHO WRITE ARTICLES, PRODUCEAND DISTRIBUTE  THE WOLD & MARSH


